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11 September 2024
2025 INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: BAND PROGRAM
Expression of Interest (Link at bottom of form)

Oakleigh State School’s Instrumental Music Program is asking for expressions of interest from students
who are currently in Year Three who would like to learn a band instrument in 2025. The instrumental

program is intended to cater for high performing music students and functions as an ensemble-based
extension program.

Students not intending to stay at Oakleigh State School through to year 6 (excluding defence students)
are not able to access the lesson component of the program. They may, however, learn their own
instrument and when at a comparable can participate in ensembles and play in events.

As you may be aware, selected students from grades 4, 5 and 6 are offered the opportunity to
learn a musical instrument through the school’s Instrumental Music Program.

Selection Process

The following information is used to help us determine which students will be offered a place in
our Instrumental Music Program. This is an on-balance collaborative judgement made by the
school teaching staff. All offers are approved by the principal.

Unfortunately, we are typically oversubscribed and are unable to accept all who apply.
This is an extension program, and as such the students are ranked according to the following
information.

e Expression of interest form (access via link below)

e Selmer Aptitude Test (Completed by class music teacher once EOI’s are returned)
Assessment of suitability by instrumental teachers (The aim of physical testing is to match
students to instruments they are best suited to. Student preferences will be taken into
consideration when drafting offers, though a variety of other factors must also be
considered. The instrumental music team and the school principal are consulted before
making any offers).

e Class music marks for effort and for achievement

Listed below are the various instruments the school offers tuition in as part of the band program
(NB — unfortunately, piano and guitar are not offered):

WOODWIND BRASS PERCUSSION
Flute Trumpet Drums AND Bass
Clarinet Trombone Glockenspiel Guitar
Saxophone French Horn (NB - Drums only
Euphonium is not an option)




There are no costs associated with music lessons, but there are obviously some inherent costs
associated with learning to play a musical instrument and running / maintaining a successful Band
Program.

These costs include:

e Program resources fee ($70) to assist with resources.

Instrument loan fee ($120) NB - Most instruments are only available to be loaned for the
first year of tuition.

Purchase of a musical instrument (necessary for the 2" and 3™ years of tuition)

[ )
e Music book/s
¢ Instrument accessories (reeds, valve oil, sticks, etc) and their ongoing replacement
e Music stand
e Music camps, travel costs, competition fees, etc
PROGRAM STRUCTURE
Lessons

Students receive weekly 30-minute lessons in school time. Lessons are in groups ranging in size
from 3-10 students. A lesson timetable is located in all classrooms and posted

Ensembles (Junior and Senior Concert Bands)

Once competent, all instrumental students are required to participate in a Concert Band.

Current Rehearsal times: Senior Band (grade 5/6) - 7:30am Thursdays (TBC)
Junior Band (grade 4 - late term 2) - 8:10am Thursdays (TBC)

Student Expectations

e Practice regularly — 10 minutes at first gradually increasing to 30 minutes, at least 4 times per
week

o Attend a group lesson every week, bringing all the necessary equipment
Attend Concert Band rehearsals

e Take part in performances, concerts and instrumental music excursions / camps

Parent/Caregiver Expectations

Actively support and encourage your child’s musical education and progress
Purchase the necessary musical equipment for your child

Read emails and newsletters

Attend the parent information evening

Some of the many benefits of learning a musical instrument




e Develops important life skills such as patience, perseverance, organisation, leadership,
independence, etc.

Improves behaviour & social skills

Provides many years of fun and constructive leisure activities

Gives a sense of belonging (to an ensemble) and a member of a team

Builds self-discipline, commitment and self-esteem

Broadens career opportunities

We sincerely hope you take advantage of this one-time opportunity. Please complete the
attached form and return to the school office.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Elliott Brian Marsden ﬁ

Instrumental Band Teacher Deputy Principal

STRINGS PROGRAM Expression of Interest - https:/forms.office.com/r/zlUDGNmHUd

Complete no later than Thursday 3 October

Great state. Great opportunity. it
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https://forms.office.com/r/zjUDGNmHUd

